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In his classic thriller The Bone Collector, Jeffery Deaver introduced readers to Lincoln Rhyme-the

nation's most renowned investigator and forensic detective. Now, a new killer is on the loose: a

criminal inspired by the Bone Collector. And Rhyme must untangle the twisted web of clues before

the killer targets more victims-or Rhyme himself.THE SKIN COLLECTORThe killer's methods are

terrifying. He stalks the basements and underground passageways of New York City. He tattoos his

victims' flesh with cryptic messages, using a tattoo gun loaded with poison, resulting in an

agonizing, painful death.When a connection is made to the Bone Collector-the serial killer who

terrorized New York more than a decade ago-Lincoln Rhyme and Amelia Sachs are immediately

drawn into the case. Rhyme, Sachs, and the NYPD must race against time to answer the many

questions the investigation uncovers: Whom will the killer attack next? What is the message behind

the victims' tattoos? Does the killer's own inking--a fanged centipede sporting a woman's face--hold

any significance? And what is his ultimate mission? As time runs out, Rhyme discovers that the past

has returned to haunt him in the most troubling way imaginable...

Someone is murdering people, killing them by injecting poison as he creates exquisitely detailed

tattoos on their bodies. Lincoln Rhyme, the quadriplegic criminalist, and his team race against time

to identify and stop the villain before the body count rises. To make matters more perplexing, the

unknown perpetrator appears to have learned how to keep his crime scenes clean and

evidence-free, from Rhymeâ€™s own writings (specifically an article about an old case involving a

killer known as the Bone Collector). How do you catch a killer whoâ€™s learned how not to get

caught by the best criminalist in the business? Meanwhile, the Watchmaker, the fiendishly clever

killer introduced in 2006â€™s The Cold Moon (but referred to in intervening books), still haunts

Rhyme, even after the manâ€™s death in prison, making it hard for the investigator to devote his full

concentration to the murder case at hand. Another suspenseful and twist-filled entry in this

always-exciting series. --David Pitt --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

"Outstanding...the endgame remains in doubt to the end. Deaver proves himself a grandmaster of

the genre as each surprise leads to an even bigger surprise, like a series of reverse Russian

nesting dolls."â€•Publishers Weekly -- Starred Review"Jeffery Deaver has brought a unique voice to

the thriller genre, mixing high energy action into novels about a brilliant criminalist...Lincoln Rhyme

has become one of the genre's most iconic characters."â€•South Florida Sun Sentinel
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